

December 19, 2022
Dr. Balawender
Fax#: 989-832-9307
RE:  Janet Brecht
DOB:  01/19/1951
Dear Dr. Balawender:

I saw Janet today, biopsy to be done this Wednesday, advanced renal failure; however no symptoms of uremia, no encephalopathy or pericarditis, no volume overload or gross edema.  Eating well.  No change in urination.  No pruritus.  Review of systems is negative.  She understands the risks of the biopsy that will provide final diagnosis, prognosis and potential aggressive immunosuppressants.  If truly she has vasculitis this is a systemic disease.  She is facing dialysis.  We explained when we start dialysis and based on symptoms.
Medications:  Continue same medications including Lasix, Norvasc, hydralazine, HCTZ, metoprolol, presently she is off ARB losartan.  We are placing the Eliquis on hold already five days before biopsy and probably two to three more days after.  I text daughter Sallack cardiology the reason why we are doing that.  I explained to Janet and husband that the ANCA turns out positive and myeloperoxidase recently.  We tested before a year ago and that was negative at that time.  She is receiving treatment for anemia with Aranesp.
Laboratory Data:  The most recent chemistries hemoglobin was 8.6 with a normal white blood cell and platelets, at that time sodium, potassium and acid base normal, a low albumin but normal calcium, minor increase of phosphorus has not required binders yet.
Assessment and Plan:  We will continue weekly chemistries beginning today.  All questions answered.
All of the above issues were discussed with the patient.  Education provided and questions answered to the patient's satisfaction.  Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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